
Aldersgate In Action
In Depth: The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, 
PA., to remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church • 1741 Sayles Blvd.,  Abilene, TX 79605 • (325) 672-7893
www.aldersgateabilene.org

Welcome to Aldersgate United Methodist Church, where the mission is to raise up deeply 
devoted disciples of Jesus. You have a place here. Regardless of who you are, where you 
have been and where you are in faith’s journey, you belong here. In Aldersgate In Action, 
you will find information about various ministries and opportunities. Please, feel no 
pressure. Just know that if you are looking to grow in your faith and in relationships with 
God and others, you are welcome and encouraged to do both here. Grace and Peace! 

In Depth: In Depth: “The Breath of God” is the name of our current sermon series, which has been inspired 
by the book “Fresh Air” by Jack Levinson. During this series, we will explore the Holy Spirit as “God’s mystical, 
practical, expansive, unbridled presence in the world.” Today’s theme, “Driven,” is the seventh sermon in the 
series. You will find the order of worship for today’s service on Page 4.



In the Works
Regularly Scheduled Services and Opportunities to Grow and Serve:

Sunday: 
      9:00 a.m.  Traditional Worship
    10:05 a.m.  Sunday School
    11:05 a.m.  Contemporary Worship
      5:00 p.m.  Youth

Monday:
      5:30 p.m.  Academy Graduation 
                        &  Spring Fling     
      7:00 p.m.  Boy Scouts
     

In Depth:  Each week, the pages of the In Action will contain updates, news and other information about 
Aldersgate’s music ministry, the children’s, youth and college ministries, and opportunities to serve in the 
Mission Field. (The Mission Field has been identified as four areas of focus in which to share the love of 
God outside of the church locally: McMurry University (and other Abilene colleges and universities), Bowie 
Elementary, Our Neighborhoods and Aldersgate Academy). 

All are welcome! Please contact the Office (672-7893), if you’d like to know
    more about becoming involved in the activities on the schedule below. 

This Week: 
Wednesday: 
       7:00 p.m.  Chancel Choir

Thursday: 
        12:00 p.m. Senior Adult Lunch & Games

Children’s Ministry: Parent/Kid Showdown!
  Our last evening of Kids for Christ 
culminated in a Parent/Kid Showdown in 
which the kids prevailed as the big winners 
of the evening. It was fun getting to see 
the kids show off their Bible knowledge to 
their parents. It was equally fun getting to 
see the parents have so much fun playing 
with their kids. (A fiercer game of chair 
basketball and cooties I have never seen!)  
I am so proud of them for learning so 
much about the Bible, and I am most 
proud to be helping to raise kids who are 
biblically literate. They are well ahead of 
where I was at their age! Even though the 
kids walked away with the bigger score, I 

think we were all winners that night, seeing how much our children have learned! Thank you for trusting 
your children to me and the college students who also love and teach them. While we are looking forward 
to a fun summer of different events, we also look forward to getting started back in the fall with Kids for 
Christ! — Alayna Brooks



Bowie Ministry: Thank You!

    If you have been around Aldersgate very 
long, then you know that we truly believe 
that we grow in our relationship with God 
as we grow in our relationships with one 
another. This belief is at the foundation 
of our Growth Group ministry. If you do 
know already know, Growth Groups are 
small groups of people who meet weekly 
to further discuss Sunday’s sermon, pray 
together and live life with one another. 
Some of these groups are brand new, and 
others have been together for several years. 
Each group is dedicated to loving God and 
loving others. I wanted to let everyone 
know that we had a great Spring Session of 
groups! Because of busy summer schedules, Growth Groups will not meet over the summer, but if you 
are interested in joining a group, we will have an opportunity for you to sign-up and join a group starting 
August 21! If you are already in a Growth Group, invite someone new to join! — Jessica Watson

Connections: Growth Group Update

     Thank you so much for having our PALS class come and use your patio room and for furnishing pizza for 
us. Aldersgate does so much for our school, and we are truly blessed to have you supporting our students 
and faculty in so many ways. Our PALS students were so happy yesterday! Thank you for helping them 
to have such a great day! “Whoever brings blessing will be enriched, and one who waters will himself be 
watered...” Proverbs 11:25 — Pam Mason (PALS teacher. PALS stands for Practical Academics and Living 
Skills and are self-contained classrooms for students with special needs.)

Senior Adult Ministry: Upcoming Events
Lunch and Game Day
Our second Lunch and Game Day is this Thursday, May 
26, from noon to 3 p.m. Bring a dish and a game to share! 
Mission Project
June 4, we will have a Mission Project from 9:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. Bring $10 and snacks if you would like and 
we will provide lunch. 
ROAD TRIP
June 18, we will take a road trip to Albany to see the 
Fandangel. More details will follow soon. 
Grace and Peace — Reed Justus



The Breath of God: Driven
Mark 13:9-13

Sermon Notes

      Our Mission: Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus

Persecution: Ripped from the Headlines

Into the Wilderness

Blessed Assurances 

Driven

Three Questions
• By what are we being driven?
• To go where or to whom?
• For what purpose?



    Greetings! My name is Chris Baker, and I have been blessed with the opportunity to serve as the Youth 
Intern here at Aldersgate. I look forward to getting to know 
more of our church family, but here is a little about myself 
so that you can get to know me, as well. I am originally 
from San Angelo and graduated from Central High School 
in 2013. Currently, I am a senior at McMurry University, 
majoring in history and minoring in education. When I 
graduate, I plan to become a high school history teacher 
and coach baseball. Apart from my studies, I am an avid 
bow hunter and fisherman, and I play first base for the 
McMurry baseball team. Two years ago, God called me to a 
youth ministry called Young Life. Young Life is an outreach 
ministry for high school students that focuses on building 
relationships with students then sharing the good news. 
It has been incredible to see the transformations God has 
made in the students’ lives and mine, as well. I look forward 
to getting to grow with the Youth here at Aldersgate and am 
excited for what God has in store for us. — Chris Baker

Youth Ministry: Meet Our New Youth Intern

College Ministry: School Year in Review
   Our church has plenty to celebrate regarding our college ministry 
over the last school year, and I thought I would recap a few of the 
highlights:
• We successfully launched a Growth Group for new students, 
which met for the entire school year, led by Carly Payne. I have 
visited with several of the students who participated in this group 
who claimed that this specific Growth Group was the highlight of 
their freshman year in college. That is worth celebrating! 
• We have enrolled eight McMurry students on the Panama II 
Mission Team this summer.
• We encouraged students with approximately 200 small goody 
bags before and during the week of final exams.
• We hosted the largest Finals Brunch to date in the Fellowship 
Hall just a few weeks ago as students started their week of final 
exams, serving about 100 students from all three universities. 
• We took a small team of seven students over a weekend to 

serve at Providence Place in San Antonio.
• We met weekly for The Oaks on Sunday nights for dinner and devotionals. We are very thankful for all 

the Sunday School class members who donate and prepare meals for us each week. 
             — Kyle Watson



In Depth: At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our 
prayers, presence (attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in 
the community) and witness (sharing our faith). You will find information 
about service and witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. 
This page is dedicated to matters of prayer, presence, and gifts.

Prayers

Gifts 

Clay Meadows
Doris Ogden
Dori Oiler
Lou Swindell
Ken Schmidt
Rosalee Schmidt
Alice Shaw
Alice Alcala

Charles Dortch
Carolyn Strain
Military and Families
Mary Gregory
Millie Speed
Sarah Doucette
Delmon Wilson
Billie Langston

Presence                              5.15.2016

Budget for 2016 = $777,000
Received This Week = $8,400.13
Received This Month-to-Date = $42,053.22
Received Year-to-Date = $302,713.47
2016 Faith Promise Pledge = $38,312.00
2016 Faith Promise Contributions = $20,776.80

Staying Connected:

Address: 1741 Sayles, 79605

Phone Number: (325) 672-7893

Office Hours:

     Mon. - Thurs. 8-12, 1-5

     Fri. 8-12

Web Site: 

     www.aldersgateabilene.org

Facebook: Aldersgate UMC

Text Message Reminders:

     gracepeace to 313131

E-mail Reminders:

     news@aldersgateabilene.org

The e-mail prayer list is coordinated by Barbara Owens. Please send prayer requests and 
requests to join the e-mail list to prayer@aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth: Aldersgate offers two forms of electronic giving: Online Bill 
Pay and ACH Direct Draft.  EFT Authorization Forms are available in 
the office and on our website at www.aldersgateabilene.org.  If you have 
additional questions regarding Stewardship, contact K.B. Woods (672-
7893, kbwoods@aldersgateabilene.org).  

Judy English
Lou Adams
Clinton Gayle
Addison English
Lora Langford
Bob Kuykendall
Kay Burkhart

Aldersgate volunteers serve at the Methodist Food Pantry, located at N. 1st and 
Shelton, on the second Tuesday of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free 
childcare is available. For more information call Susan Steele at 605-381-6322.

Ministry Leaders
Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415

Associate Pastor: 

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017

Finance: K. B. Woods

Music: David Wallis

Children: Alayna Brooks

     & Amber Redman

Youth/Contemporary Worship:

     Daniel Mathis

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson

Connections: Jessica Watson

Academy: Carol Rogers

Reception: Susan Acosta

Administration: Kathryn Andrews

Custodial Services: 

     Robert Sandoval

Facebook page: facebook.com/AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church
Twitter:@AldersgateABI
Instagram:@aldersgateabi

In Depth: Sunday School classes are offered at 10:05 a.m. for all ages. 
To learn more about Adult Sunday School classes, call Amy Wilson Feltz 
at 672-7893 or send an e-mail to amywilsonfeltz@aldersgateabilene.org.

9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service = 197
11: a.m. Contemporary Worship Service = 160

Total Worship Service Attendance = 357
Sunday School = 181



A Quick Update                                                                            

by Pastor Steve

   In 2016, we are reading through 
the Bible together using the Bible 
Project reading plan that includes 
introduction videos for each book 
of the Bible and daily readings. 
They have the Bible divided into 16 
sections or chapters, all designed 
to help you get a feel for the Bible, 
Old and New Testaments, as one 
long story from creation to Christ’s 
ultimate return. We will publish the 
daily readings in the In Action each 
week. You also may find them at 
ht t p: //t hebibleprojec t .t u mbl r.
com/readscripture along with the 
suggested videos. The videos are 
available on the website or you can 
have them sent to your e-mail inbox 
as they come up in the cycle. There 
is also an app for your smart phones.   
  Tim Mackie, one of the founders  
of the Bible Project, says, “We want 
to help you learn how to read the 
Bible as you actually read through 
the entire thing for yourself.” Let’s 
begin this journey through the Bible 
together. Grace and Peace, 
—Pastor Steve and Pastor Amy

May 22: Job 12-15, Psalm 138
May 23: Job 16-19, Psalm 139
May 24: Job 20-23, Psalm 140
May 25: Job 24-28, Psalm 141
May 26: Job 29-31, Psalm 142
May 27: Job 32-34, Psalm 143
May 28: Job 35-37, Psalm 144

  Daily Readings

   I have been taking medication for high 
blood pressure for the past 10 years. Through 
the years, we have chalked up the problem to 
stress, family history and my constant battle 
with being overweight. This past December, I 

was struggling to keep my blood pressure controlled. I attributed 
it to the  high stress that seasons of Advent and Christmas always 
bring. My doctor decided to add a fourth blood pressure medication 
to see if that might help. To my astonishment, I began to get blood 
pressure readings that I had not had since my early twenties. I was 
so encouraged and feeling good. I saw my doctor and shared the 
good news with him, expecting to hear a word of congratulations. 
Instead, my doctor looked at me and said, “I think you have a 
tumor.” Needless to say, I was slightly taken aback and really did 
not believe him. Two weeks later, he said he certainly was serious 
and recommended that I begin the extensive testing protocol for an 
adrenal tumor and a condition known as primary aldosteronism.

    So, after 4 ½ months of changing medications, undergoing tests and 
taking trips to Scott and White in Temple, it has been determined 
that I do have a benign tumor in my left adrenal gland that is 
causing my adrenal gland to overproduce aldosterone, leading to 
my low potassium and high blood pressure levels. My doctors have 
recommended removal of my left adrenal gland, and that surgery is 
scheduled for June 16th in Temple. It will be done laparoscopically, 
which means I will only be in the hospital one or two nights. The 
recovery will take just about two weeks.

    I am grateful to God that I have two adrenal glands and that I 
can thrive with just one and that my quality of life is going to be 
vastly improved. I am so thankful for the gut instincts, persistence, 
brilliance and loving support of my doctor, Allen Schultz (Aldersgate 
member). He has been a huge blessing to me and my family.  

   Through this process, I have been further sensitized to how 
challenging health issues can be. I know many of you struggle with 
your own health issues. Know that I continue to stand in prayer 
with you as I count on your prayers for me. I really do appreciate 
all of your words of encouragement and concern during this 
challenging season for me and my family. Thank you for your grace, 
understanding, support and love. I count it a privilege to be your 
pastor!                      


